
2020 FRRC Speed Point Rules 

  

1) NO ONE WILL BE ALLOWED TO RIDE/PRACTICE ON THE PATTERNS ONCE THE PATTERNS 

ARE SET UP FOR COMPETITION.   A (TROT ONLY) DEMONSTRATION OF THE SPEED PATTERN 

WILL BE OFFERED IF NECESSARY. 

2) DRESS CODE: Riders will not be allowed in the arena for any event without appropriate and 

safe apparel; heeled boots and long pants are required, and long sleeve shirts are 

recommended, but short sleeved shirts will be allowed (including t-shirts) as long as there is a 

sleeve. Collars are recommended but not required.  NO TANK TOPS, SPAGHETTI STRAPS, 

MIDRIFFS, LOW CUT NECKLINES WILL BE ALLOWED AT ANY FRRC EVENT.  

3) SAFETY:   Parents are encouraged to help their children in and out of the arena gate if 

necessary.  Gate person shall close the gate during the competition run and not open the 

arena gate until the rider has their horse under control and can walk out of the arena at a 

walk.  

4) SAFETY:   ABSOLUTELY NO SLIP-ON SPURS ALLOWED.   Horses must be at a walk in all areas 

except in the arena and warm up areas.  NO TROTTING OR RUNNING IN THE PARKING LOT!!  

5)  ANIMAL ABUSE:  Any abuse to an animal will result in disqualification in any and all classes 

for that day with no refund of entry fees.  Abuse being excessive whipping, beating, excessive 

kicking or rein jerking or riding of lame or sick animals causing pain. 

6) EVENTS:  Speed Points Events will be held once each month April thru October (scheduling 

and ground conditions permitting).  Start times may vary due to weather conditions.  Points 

can be earned in the four (4) classes offered at each event.  Classes will be Pole Bending, 

Barrel Racing, a Timed Speed Pattern and a Timed Speed Trail Course (similar to the Little 

Britches trail class).  

7) BARREL PATTERN: The Barrel Pattern will be the standard WPRA pattern (also known as a 

“full pattern”); Sixty (60) feet from the starting line, called the start/finish line to the 1st and 

2nd barrels. Ninety (90) feet between the first and 2nd barrels.  One hundred five (105) feet 

from 1st an 2nd barrels to 3rd barrel. The barrel pattern may be run either the right or to the 

left.  The barrels may be touched or rocked but a barrel knocked over will be a 

disqualification.  Breaking the pattern will be a disqualification. 

  8) POLE BENDING PATTERN: The Pole Bending pattern will be the standard Pole Bending 

pattern. The first pole will be set 21 feet from the start/finish line and each of the six (6) 



poles will be set 21 feet apart in a straight line. Poles shall be set on top of the ground, with a 

base not more than 14 inches in diameter. The pattern may be run to the left or right. The 

poles may be touched or rocked but a pole knocked over will be a disqualification. Breaking 

the pattern will be a disqualification. 

9) SPEED PATTERN: The Speed Pattern will be randomly drawn and posted on the day of the 

event.  No pattern will be used more than once during the season. Pattern may be run right 

or left if pattern allows.  Failure to complete the pattern or breaking the pattern will be a 

disqualification.      

10) SPEED TRAIL:  The Speed Trail Pattern may vary, but includes the basic challenges of the 

Little Britches Timed Trail class.  A bridge must be crossed, a gate opened and closed, a 

mailbox flag raised or lowered, a small jump must be overcome and the horse must back 

between two barrels. The pattern may be run right or left.  Failure to complete the pattern or 

breaking the pattern will be a disqualification.      

11) DISQUALIFICATIONS:  In general, touching or rocking any pattern marker (barrel, pole, 

etc.) is permitted.  Knocking down a pattern marker, breaking the pattern, (passing a marker, 

doubling back) or re-crossing the start/finish line before completing the pattern will result in 

a disqualification from that class (with the exception of the Trail class). 

12)RE-RUNS:  Any unforeseen circumstances (i.e. timer or pattern marker malfunction, unsafe 

conditions, FRRC equipment failure etc.) may result in a re-run.  All decisions to allow re-runs 

will be by a majority committee vote or event director decision which will be final. This may 

set a precedence for future re-runs upon the same circumstances on that day.   All horse tack 

and equipment are the sole responsibility of the contestant. Broken tack of any kind will not 

be a reason for a re-run.      

13) RIDER DIVISIONS:  Group classes to be offered will be: 

 a) LEAD-LINE:  THEY MUST BE LED BY AN ADULT and an extra helper may be used to 

steady a child on the horse or pony if needed. All animals must be kept at a speed no faster 

than a trot for safety. All Lead-Liners will receive a blue ribbon and year end award for their 

efforts. 

 b)  PEE WEE:  THESE CHILDREN ARE TO BE BEGINNERS. Any child that is accomplished 

enough to ride alone but still may need direction from a parent or coach.  The parent or coach 

may be in the arena and may give verbal instructions to the rider BUT MAY NOT TOUCH THE 

HORSE UNLESS IT IS A SAFETY ISSUE.  Unnecessarily touching horse or reins will be a 

disqualification.   



 c) YOUTH:   13 years old and younger. THESE CHILDREN ARE MORE SKILLED than the 

Pee Wee class. They are able to enter the arena, ride a pattern and exit the arena with no 

help.     Youth that feel confident enough may choose to ride in either the Youth or Open 

division.  Class designation must be made at the first event entered for the year and may not 

be changed for the remainder of the season.  

 d) OPEN: A 5D format will be used for the Open Division.  Time splits will be three (3) 

second splits, 1D fast time, 2D fast time plus three (3) seconds, 3D fast time plus six (6) 

seconds, 4D fast time plus nine (9) seconds and 5D fast time plus twelve (12) seconds. 

14) POINTS AWARDED: Each group/class will be awarded points as follows:   1st place = 10 

points, 2nd place = 9 points, 3rd place = 8 points, 4th place = 7 points, 5th place = 6 points, 6th 

place = 5 points, 7th place = 4 points, 8th place = 3 points, 9th place = 2 points and 10th place = 1 

point. 

15) MULTIPLE HORSES: Each class will be one (1) go-round. A club member may enter to ride 

as many horses as desired.  However, only one horse/rider combination per event will count 

for points during the go-round.   The rider must designate before the event which one horse 

will be used for their point run. The other horse(s) run(s) will be held as an exhibition run. A 

different horse can be used for each class if desired. 

16) RE-SCHEDULING AN EVENT DATE: In case of inclement weather or unsafe arena conditions 

an event may be rescheduled to a make up date OR to the next regularly scheduled Speed 

Points date. In the event that TWO MONTHS of classes are held on one day, each class and 

group will run 2 go-rounds. The first go-round will be for the make-up event and the second 

go-round for the present month.  Fees will be collected for the make-up event and the 

present event.  There will be no roll over times. 

17) ENTRY FEES:   Event fees will be $5.00 per run for members.  Non-members must pay an 

additional $10.00 office fee for the event day. Exhibitions will only be run after each 

completed class if needed.   Exhibition fees will be $5.00 per run (no points earned).   

18) YEAR END AWARDS:  To qualify for year-end awards, you must: (a) be an FRRC member in 

good standing, (b) fulfill the FRRC year-end awards requirements outlined in the General 

Rules, (c) participate in a majority of the Speed Points events offered in each class you wish to 

qualify in. Example: 7 events = 4, 6 events = 4, 5 events = 3 etc.  

19) YEAR END AWARD POINT TIES:  One (1) Participation point will be awarded for each class 

a rider completes in, regardless of a qualified ride.  Participation points will only be used as a 

tie-breaker for year-end awards. Remaining ties will be decided by the contestant’s fastest 

time run during the year in that class. 



20) ALL AROUND CHAMPIONSHIP:  All-Around Champion will be awarded in three (3) ability 

divisions:  PeeWee, Youth and Open. For each competitor, points will be compiled from all 

four classes, (poles, barrels, speed pattern and timed trail) and from all event dates during 

the competition year.  

24) POINT STANDINGS: All points and standings are tentative until double checked and 

audited by the Points event committee.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


